	
Parasaurolophus is my favorite dinosaur.
	Environmental Science 1 Syllabus

Mrs. Chabi, 
Room 207/124
224-484-5196

Deborah.chabi@d300.org
Chabizone.yolasite.com

My office is between rooms 207 and 209. 
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Bats are the only mammals that can fly.  They are classified as Chiropterans.


Welcome to Environmental.  This class is a college preparatory course.  This means the level of expectations for you are high.  In this class you will read, take notes, engage in activities and labs, and work cooperatively with your peers.  To demonstrate your knowledge of concepts you will be expected to analyze data, write explanations, complete projects, and perform assesments. 

Course objectives:  upon leaving you will leave with a knowledge of not limited to but including…

· Scientific Method

· Orienteering

· Water quality and water sheds

· Energy

· Ecology and ecosystems

· Ecological restoration

· Recycling

Expectations:

In order to take responsibility of your own education and future it is important that you attend class regularly, ready to learn, with all the tools necessary including a notebook and writing utensil.  

Behavior:

As this is considered you job and education is an important part of your future you will be expected to act professionally in the classroom.  The classroom is a learning environment in which everyone should feel comfortable.  This means that put downs, telling people to “shut up”, throwing things, swearing, and any other inappropriate social behaviors will not be tolerated.  You will also be considered late to class if your butt is not in your seat when the bell rings.  All school rules apply to the use of electronic equipment and will be duly enforced.  It is your job, to come to class, sit down, and begin work as soon as the bell rings.  Each day I will have the day’s objectives written on the board.  If something is on the board it is important to you and your grade.  If I have you read something, do a project, say something, it is important to your grade.  
Evaluation:

Each student’s grade will be based on the total number of weighted points accumulated from the successful completion of tests 20%, quizzes 10%, papers 20%, projects and labs 30%, and your final exam which is 20% of your grade.   The grading scale being the standard 90, 80, 70 ,60  scale.

I will give you all the tools necessary to be successful in my class, but you need to be an active participant in your learning.  If you are confused about anything or need any help you need to communicate that to me.  Remember SLANT!

Binder
You will be expected to keep an organized 3 ring binder for the class to keep assignments and notes in.  There will be periodic notebook checks.  All assignments and notes are to be kept in your binder.
Education to career connection:
Besides my discussing various careers in science throughout the year you will acquire many skills useful in everyday life.  The skills you use in science are the same skills that lead to success in the working world.  The ability to identify a problem, propose a solution, test the proposed solution and analyze results is need in nearly every career.  If you master these skills you will set yourself apart from others competing for the same jobs.

Extra Credit:

Each term you may do the following for extra credit.

1. Read a environmental science related article.  Write a summary on the article and your opinion on the subject.  This is worth up to 3-5 points and you may do 1 article per week.  

2.  Read a science related book.  (I must approve the book before you read it.)  Write a 1 page typed, or 2 page hand written review of the book.  The review must describe what the book is about, whether you would recommend the book to someone else to read and why or why not.  Whether you think the book is realistic.  The book review is worth up to 30 points.
3. Watch a movie with a science concept in it and type or write a review on the movie describing the scientific aspects of the movie and whether or not they are realistic.  The movie review is worth up to 15 points.

4.  Donate your time to the environment or an environmental organization
Push the Pride: be responsible, be respectful, be positive!

______________________________________________________________________________

I am looking forward to a great term with you.  Ms. Chabi - Biology
Homework:  Bring this to a parent or guardian to read and sign below.   

Return this portion to me for 5 points.

Student name and block _____________________________________

Parent signature ______________________________________

